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Social Studies 
The grade 8 Social Studies program integrates history and geography to show how settings and people interacted to create the story of Canada’s past. It also examines the form and function of municipal and provincial government in Canada. 

Course Overview

The grade 8 Social Studies program, Canadian Identity, examines the concepts of personal identity and investigates how the concept of personal identity relates to one’s Canadian identity through aspects of landscape, climate, history, people and citizenship. Assessment and evaluation strategies will be ongoing throughout the year as students demonstrate their understanding in a variety of ways to master the outcomes they need to meet in the course.  The grade 8 Social Studies program is outlined in the following way: Theme One: Expressions of Canadian Identity, Theme Two: Geographical Influences, Theme Three: Decades of Change: 1920s-1950s, Theme Four: Citizenship and Identity, Theme Five: An Evolving Identity.   

Extra Help

Extra help at lunch upon request.

Resource support available
Materials and Supplies

Students will be expected to have:

· A binder or a specified section in a binder devoted to their Social Studies work.  Students must bring this binder to EVERY class, along with a pen or pencil.  
· ALL students must have access to, and have with them in class at all times, their IPad. 

Instructional Strategies

A variety of instructional strategies that best meet the needs of my students:

· Projects


Presentation
· Lectures


Class Discussions
· Group Work


Debates
· Research

Expectations for Social Studies 8

· Completion of all course work. Not completing work, or not completing work on time is not acceptable. Arrangements must be made by the student before the due date if a late submission is not avoidable. School policy on late and missing assignments will apply.
· Student is expected to be prepared for class on a daily basis.

· Participation in class discussions, and group work.

· Follow the class and school rules and expectations
Assessment/Evaluation

Students will be assessed through a variety of methods in order to accommodate a variety of learning styles. The final mark will be assessed through students’ work and performance in the six units of the social studies curriculum.

Beginning this year teachers in Grades 7-12 will use the same grades and descriptors. The descriptors are a blend of the percentages and qualitative words used in 9-12 and the updated descriptors’ stem of the new Grades 1-8 descriptors. 

90-100%- Demonstrates excellent understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 

80-89% - Demonstrates very good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 

70-79% - Demonstrates good understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 

60-69% - Demonstrates satisfactory understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 

50-59%- Demonstrates limited understanding and application of concepts and skills in relation to the learning outcomes. 

Below 50%- Has not met minimum requirements of the course

INS - Insufficient evidence to determine a grade

IP - In progress until all components of the course are completed.

